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R.C. Parish of St John Henry Newman 

St Wulstan’s, Parish Office, 

Hollis Road,  High Wycombe, HP13 7UN

Tel: 01494 438300

newmanparish@hotmail.com
www.stjhnparish.org

Parents’ Request for Baptism

I ask the Church to Baptise my child (child’s full name)
………………………………………………………………………………

I confirm that I am bringing up my child in the Catholic faith, that I attend Sunday Mass with my child (or Saturday evening Mass) and I promise to continue to do so. 
I will prepare my child for their first Holy Communion after they have reached the age of seven and will encourage them to complete the Sacraments of Initiation with the Sacrament of Confirmation once they have reached the appropriate age (usually 11+).
I currently attend the ……………… (time) Mass 
at…………………………………………………… (Church).

(Permission is required from your Parish Priest 
if you live outside the Parish boundaries of St John Henry Newman’s)
Signed (parents) 

………………………………           ………………………………

NOTES
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Welcome! Congratulations on the birth of your child.

We are very pleased that you have approached us to Baptise your child.

You are aware that the Church has some expectations of you as parents, 
which we need to satisfy before we can proceed to book your Baptism.

Canon Law teaches that we should only Baptise a child into the Roman Catholic Church if there is reasonable certainty that the child will be brought up in the practice of the faith. In other words, we are happy to baptise your child as long as you are bringing them to Mass at weekends, praying with them at home and teaching them their prayers and Bible stories.

Sometimes the birth of a child encourages parents who have “gone a little rusty” in their church-going, to get back in the routine; this is good. God speaks to us in many situations. If this applies to you, look upon it as a God-given opportunity for you to re-establish your contact with the Church.

Please support your application for Baptism by supplying:

·  Baptism Certificate of at least one parent. 
· Baptism certificate, showing the reception of the sacrament of Confirmation for each Godparent and/or a Christian Witness.
If you wish to proceed, then please complete the form overleaf and bring it (completed and signed) with a donation (suggested offering £30). 
To book your child’s baptism date please meet with the Parish Priest at the Parish Office, St Wulstan’s, Hollis Road, Totteridge, High Wycombe, HP13 7UN. 

Office hours: 11am-2pm any Monday, Tuesday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday Telephone: 01494 438300
Office use only

Baptism 

Date: 
      /           /    
       Time: 

Church:   

Answers to questions we are frequently asked:

Godparents:

One  no more than two:  one male and one female. They must have both been Baptised and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Proof of baptism and confirmation in the form of a Baptism Certificate is required when you book the Baptism. If you have only one Godparent you are permitted to have a non-catholic witness who is a practising, baptised Christian. Again, a Baptism Certificate as proof is required.
White Garment: In addition to the gown, please bring with you a white shawl, which is wrapped around the baby as part of the service.

Donation: It is customary to make an offering to the parish. Please give your donation, in an envelope, to the priest, when you come in to book your child’s baptism. As a guide, the suggested offering is £30, but please give as you can afford. 
Please support your application for baptism by supplying a Roman Catholic baptism Certificate of at least one parent and both Godparents. 
Photographs and Video: Please refrain from taking photos and videos during the service as this can detract from the sanctity of the occasion. Please feel free to take as many photos and video shots as you like after the service. 

Permission: If you live outside our parish boundary you will need to obtain written or email permission from your parish priest before we can proceed to book your baptism.
We hope that this information is of use to you. We wish you a lovely baptism service.
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